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SEPA 2013 in Atlanta, GA at the Omni! 
Starting on Wednesday, March 13th & 
running through Saturday the 16th. 
Submission deadline October 9th, 2012.

Checkout SEPA online for more info: http://www.sepaonline.com/
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Presidential Message
Some 25 years  ago I presented a colloquium that I had titled “Whatever Happened to the 

General Psychologist?”  In that talk I took note of the increasing movement toward specialization 
in our discipline,  and I lamented the corresponding decline of the “general psychology” 
designation and expressed concern that it might be losing its relevance.  Although APA’s  Division 
1 (the Society for General Psychology) continues  its  effort to create “coherence among 
psychology’s  diverse specialties  by encouraging members  to incorporate multiple perspectives 
from psychology’s subdisciplines into their research,  theory, and practice,” few would argue that 
the notion of a “general” psychology holds the significance that it once did.  The trend toward 
increasing specialization has  led to the existence of many more options  for attending professional 
meetings  than existed when I was a graduate student in the late 1970s, and the system of rewards 
that drives the work of most academics  has  pushed a lot of meeting attendance in the direction of 
those more subdiscipline-specific conferences.  Folks can attend only so many professional 
meetings, and the existing forces encourage participation in more focused options.

Even though our discipline continues on this evolutionary path, the regional psychological 
associations still provide a voice for general psychology -- and among those regional associations 
the Southeastern Psychological Association (SEPA) is one of  the largest and most vibrant.  For 
both students and established psychologists, the affordability of  the SEPA’s annual meeting and 
the broad range of  programming it provides create the unique opportunity to connect with 
current developments in one’s own domain and to gain access to cutting-edge research in areas 
beyond one’s own.  Year after year after year, the slate of  invited speakers at the annual SEPA 
meeting includes a half-dozen of  the most prominent names in psychology, representing a wide 
variety of  specific topic areas.  Furthermore, the student-friendly atmosphere of  our annual 
meeting offers a terrific mechanism for becoming socialized into the discipline, regardless of  the 
specific direction in which the future professional psychologist is headed.

Our 2013 meeting will be in Atlanta, where you’ll be able to stay in a fabulous hotel at a very 
affordable rate.  The meeting site – the Omni Hotel at CNN Center – is a four-diamond hotel 
located in the heart of  downtown Atlanta, within the CNN Center Complex and close to 
Centennial Olympic Park, the Georgia Aquarium, the World of  Coca-Cola Museum, the 
Georgia Dome, and an outstanding variety of  restaurant options.  As always, at the annual 
meeting you can expect to encounter a first-rate and diverse program, a group of  excellent 
invited addresses, and the welcoming feeling that the SEPA always projects.  We hope you will 
join us!

Steve Nida, The Citadel



SEPA returns to Atlanta
After several years  of absence, SEPA returns  to Atlanta.  We last met in Atlanta for our 52nd 

annual meeting in 2006 but will return for our 59th this  spring.  We will be meeting at the Omni 
CNN Center on March 13-16, 2013.  The Omni CNN Centers a wonderful site and is  located in 
downtown Atlanta just across  from Olympic Park and close to all the other sites  such as  the 
aquarium, Coke Cola World,  etc.  I hear there is even a car show in the World Congress Center 
the same time we are meeting.  In addition there is  a large food mall located on the ground floor 
and the opportunity to tour CNN Headquarters.  Most of our meeting space is  on one floor 
which should give everyone plenty of  opportunities to meet with old and new friends.

We expect the program will include the usual mixture of posters,  paper presentations, 
discussion groups, symposiums, historical lectures,  and interest groups.  President-elect and 
program chair Georgina Hammock has invited a top notch group of speakers  (Mark Leary,  Duke 
University;  Michael Potegal, University of Minnesota; and Harold Herzog, Western Carolina 
University).  There will be cash awards  for outstanding undergraduate and graduate student 
presentation as well as the award for the outstanding professional paper presented by one of our 
members.  Submit your best work.  Think about arranging symposiums or discussion groups with 
multiple colleges  and universities represented. The Electronic Submission System opens August 
15th and the deadline for submissions is October 9, 2012.

Please plan on staying at the Omni.  We have a very good rate for this  upscale facility in 
downtown Atlanta.  In addition, SEPA is  obligated for a set number of rooms and if we do not 
meet that number,  we have to pay for them out of SEPA’s money.  As our budget is  always  very 
tight, we really need to meet the obligation by members staying in the headquarters hotel.

On a personal note, Amy and I would like to thank all of you for your support and 
encouragement during the transition of the SEPA Office and out first Annual Meeting last 
spring.  We have learned a lot and look forward to seeing all of  you in Atlanta.

Al Finch

SEPA Administrative Officer



SEPA 2013, Atlanta!
ANNUAL MEETING SITE PREVIEW. FOR INFORMATION ABOUT 
MEMBERSHIP OR NEXT YEAR’S MEETING IN ATLANTA, PLEASE 
CONTACT THE CHARLESTON STAFF (AMY LIMEHOUSE-EAGER), 
AT 843.953.0772, SEPA@CITADEL.EDU

General Information for the 59th Annual Meeting
• Date: March 13-16, 2013

• City: Atlanta, GA

• Location: Omni CNN Center

Submission Information
• The Electronic Submission System (ESS) will open on Wednesday, August 15th, 

and it will close Tuesday, October 9th.

Hotel Information
• The Omni Hotel at the CNN Center has provided our attendees with some special rates. (This 

is where the annual meeting will take place.)

• Reserve your room by February 15, 2013, to receive the special rate.

Registration & Payment Information
• Register early and save! After October 10th, 2012, the fees will go up $20 for every category.

• Registration forms received after February 8th,  2013, will NOT be processed. You will be 
required to register on-site.

mailto:sepa@citadel.edu
mailto:sepa@citadel.edu
http://www.omnihotels.com/FindAHotel/AtlantaCNNCenter/MeetingFacilities/SEPA2013AnnualMeeting.aspx
http://www.omnihotels.com/FindAHotel/AtlantaCNNCenter/MeetingFacilities/SEPA2013AnnualMeeting.aspx


Online Payment Method
• Fill out the registration form (PDF).

• Return the completed form to the SEPA Office by e-mail or FAX.

• E-mail - sepa@citadel.edu

• FAX - 843-953-6797

• Pay registration fees (and membership dues) online.  

Check or Money Order Payment Method
• Print and fill out the registration form (PDF).

• Make out the check or money order to: Southeastern Psychological Association (SEPA) 

Mail the completed registration form and check to:
SEPA
Department of  Psychology
The Citadel
171 Moultrie Street
Charleston, SC 29409 

• If  you need a receipt, please contact SEPA Office for a copy.

http://www.sepaonline.com/conference/2013/2012-2013_ADVANCED_REGISTRATION_FORM.pdf
http://www.sepaonline.com/conference/2013/2012-2013_ADVANCED_REGISTRATION_FORM.pdf
mailto:sepa@citadel.edu
mailto:sepa@citadel.edu
https://secure.usaepay.com/interface/epayform/4VZq4G5cr1JFOp2nFh6af3V80O4iXKZA/
https://secure.usaepay.com/interface/epayform/4VZq4G5cr1JFOp2nFh6af3V80O4iXKZA/
http://www.sepaonline.com/conference/2013/2012-2013_ADVANCED_REGISTRATION_FORM.pdf
http://www.sepaonline.com/conference/2013/2012-2013_ADVANCED_REGISTRATION_FORM.pdf


SEPA Awards 2012
REPORT ON THE 2012 GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH AWARD

The committee responsible for this year's  Graduate Student Research Award competition was 
chaired by Jennifer Hughes  (Agnes Scott College).  In the first phase of the process,  the 
submissions  were evaluated by the chair and three other judges: Kimberly Mannahan (College of 
Coastal Georgia), Steve Kass (University of West Florida),  and Carrie Brown (Agnes Scott 
College).  Dr. Hughes  and Dr. Kass served as  the judges  for the second phase of the competition, 
in which the finalists  presented their papers; also serving as judges for the oral presentations  was 
Amber Garcia (College of  Wooster).  

The committee initially received 6 submissions  for the competition.  The panel of five judges 
selected three of these as finalists,  and the three (first)  authors  presented their papers  in a session 
devoted specifically to this competition.  That session,  which took place from 10:30 to 11:20 on 
Friday morning of  the convention (February 17), was comprised of  the following presentations:

Consequences: Bullying  Versus Ostracism in Middle School Students. James 
Carpenter, Steve Nida, Conway Saylor, and Lloyd Taylor, The Citadel

Georgia State University (GSU) Diverse Faces Set of Facial Expressions. Sara 
Schmidt, Jennifer Davis, and Erin Tone, Georgia State University

Parent versus Teacher Perceptions of Bullying: Where are the Differences?
Kristina Kenny, Conway Saylor, and Melissa-Miles Dunn, The Citadel

The panel of judges for the final presentation determined Sara Schmidt to be the winner of 
the competition.  Dr. Hughes  announced the outcome of the competition and presented the 
award (which included a check for $200) at the reception that same evening (February 17).  

Jennifer L. Hughes, Agnes Scott College

REPORT ON THE 2012 OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONAL PAPER 
AWARD

Each year,  SEPA is honored to present the Outstanding Professional Paper Award,  a 
prestigious award funded by the American Psychological Association.  Potential recipients  of the 
award are identified during the review of abstracts for inclusion on the program.  Those papers 
judged to be of the highest quality that are submitted by a professional member of the 
organization (i. e.,  a doctoral level member),  are invited to write a short paper detailing the 
research they plan to present.  These papers  along with the presentations at the meeting are rated 
by judges to determine the winner of  the award.  



This  year, once again, SEPA had a good representation of outstanding work conducted by 
our professional members.  Nine of these presentations  were judged by reviewers  to be of the 
highest quality.  These papers  ranged in topic and area of psychology.  Authors of five of these 
presentations agreed to submit a short paper detailing their research in order to qualify for the 
award.  Presentations included:

Risk Factors of Vicarious Traumatization in Psychological Graduate Students. 
Michael Nelson, Colleen Furey, and Anna Ghee, Xavier University.

Teacher Emotional Maltreatment of Students in Grades K-6 and 7-12.  Mary 
Ellen Fromuth,  Teresa Davis, Candias  Sadler,  Jonathan Prokop,  and Krystal Owens, Tennessee 
State University.

How Peer Networks Influence Male Sexual Aggression.  Kevin Swartout,  Georgia 
State University.

Validation of the coping with discrimination scale in sexual minorities. Susan 
Walsh, Sakkaphat Ngamake, University of West Florida and Jirapattara Raveepatarskul, 
Chulalongkom University. 

The Effects of Music Versus Positive Reframing  on Mood Management.  Merry 
Sleigh and Jordan McElroy, Winthrop University.

This  year’s judges, Georgina Hammock (Augusta State University),  Sharon Pearcey 
(Kennesaw State University), and Deborah Richardson (Augusta State University),  rated each 
paper and presentation.  One paper was  judged to be particularly noteworthy: How peer 
networks  influence male sexual aggression presented by Kevin Swartout of Georgia State 
University.  The winner was announced at the reception on Friday night.  We congratulate Dr. 
Swartout for his outstanding work and hope he continues  to see SEPA as  a good outlet for the 
dissemination of  his work in the future.  

Georgina Hammock, Augusta State University

REPORT ON THE 2012 MENTOR AWARD

Each year the SEPA offers  a Mentor Award to recognize a SEPA member who has contributed 
substantially to student development.  The Mentor Award Committee for 2012, (Debra Sue Pate, Chair, 
Patricia Donat, and Merry Sleigh) selected Dr. Tammy Lowery Zacchilli,  a faculty member at Saint 
Leo University,  as the recipient of the Mentor Award for 2012. Dr. Zacchilli received a plaque 
and a cash award. The SEPA congratulates Dr. Zacchilli.

Debra Sue Pate,  Jackson State University



SEPA History Project 2012
There are two major components of the SEPA History Project,  the first of which involves 

organizing sessions  for presentation at the annual meeting. I organized the annual History of 
Departments of Psychology in the Southeast Symposium,  which included histories  of three 
departments. Normally, a history of the SEPA president’s  institution is  included in the 
symposium. An updated history of the department at Jackson State University had been 
commissioned but was not presented or prepared because of a breakdown in communication. 
Ariel Lloyd,  Kurt Thaw,  and Kaitlan Short presented a history of the department at Millsap 
College in Jackson, MS; Terry Isbell, Susan Barnett,  and Maureen McHale presented a history of 
the department at Northwestern State University in Natchitoches, LA;  Larry C. Christianson and 
Charles  H. Brown presented a history of the department at the University of South Alabama. 
Debra Sue Pate organized and was the chair of the Eminent Southeastern Psychologists 
Symposium,  which included “Dorothy June Day: Charter Member” by Kaye Sly;  “Abram 
Gustavas Bayroff: Charter Member and Almost Founder” by James L. Pate; and “Buford 
Jennette Johnson: An Update” by Debra Sue Pate. The Historian’s Address, entitled “The 
CEPO’s Founding,  Current Status, and Future,” was  presented by Debra Sue Pate,  the Associate 
Historian,  in James L. Pate’s absence. She also presided at the departmental history symposium 
and presented reports to the Executive Committee and at the Business Meeting.

The second component of the SEPA History Project involves collecting and organizing SEPA 
documents as  well as searching for missing documents from SEPA’s  early years. During the year 
between the two most recent meetings, the usual documents  were collected and cataloged. 
Numerous  databases (e.g., information about presidents  and information about the annual 
meetings)  were updated. Other databases (information about awards,  information about 
Continuing Education)  were created. These databases  provide information that can be used by 
the officers  and executive committee members to aid in decision-making for the SEPA. The 
collaboration with PsycExtra regarding some of the SEPA documents is  progressing, and items 
such as programs will be available in PsycExtra in the near future.

The addition of an Associate Historian is a most important development, and Debra Sue 
Pate in that role will continue to work with me in developing history sessions for the annual 
meeting. If you have ideas  that might be developed within the SEPA History Project, Debra Sue 
(debra.pate@jsums.edu) and I (jpate@gsu.edu) will be glad to discuss those ideas with you. 

James L. Pate, Georgia State University.

mailto:debra.pate@jsums.edu
mailto:debra.pate@jsums.edu
mailto:jpate@gsu.edu
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Continuing Education 2013
Thank you to all of our wonderful presenters in New Orleans this  year who offered a 

stimulating and engaging range of continuing education workshops. We are looking forward to 
offering a similar diversity of programs in Atlanta this coming year, and we hope you will join us 
to meet your continuing education needs.

Do you have an idea for a continuing education workshop? Are you interested in sharing your 
expertise in a particular area of practice? We are currently looking for strong, innovative 
workshop presentations  for the 2013 SEPA Convention in Atlanta. Topics  can include… 
innovative, empirically supported interventions;  best assessment practices;  ethical issues; 
supervision; research or statistical methods;  teaching; industrial-organizational topics; and many 
more. Past presenters are always  welcome to submit, but we would like to strongly encourage new 
presenters as well. 

If you have an idea for a CE workshop, but are unsure if you should submit, please feel free 
to contact me for more information. For new presenters,  please be aware that the application is 
separate from usual SEPA submissions (available through the SEPA website 
www.sepaonline.com). The application deadline for this  year’s convention is October 9,  2012, but 
we are always happy to take early submissions!

We hope to offer a wide variety of interesting and engaging continuing education workshops 
for the 2013 SEPA Convention in Atlanta. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Jared Keeley, Mississippi State University

http://www.sepaonline.com
http://www.sepaonline.com


CEPO 2013
Last year in New Orleans, CEPO celebrated its  40th anniversary;  a celebration that brought back a 

number of our past chairs  and other well wishers.  As  we look to the next forty, we are spending this year 
rebuilding and re-visioning our mission.  We began these discussions  at our business  meeting this  year and 
expect to culminate next year with a new direction and new leadership.  

All of the CEPO subcommittees  are in the process  of identifying programs and presenters  for next 
year.  We are open to ideas  and recommendations  on topics  speakers  and symposia.  The topics  should be 
in the areas of women’s issues, minority issues, gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender issues;  as  well as 
graduate and undergraduate student issues.  If you have suggestions  you can contact the CEPO Chair or 
any of  the sub-committee chairs.  As a reminder, next year’s Committee chairs are:

• Graduate Student Networking -  Amy Shadoin

• Minority Interest Group – Cheryl Warner

• Student Research Awards - Amy Lyndon

• Undergraduate Research Network - Rihanna Mason and Linda Jones

We look forward to seeing you in Atlanta.  You can look forward to a re-organized CEPO, exciting 
symposia and speakers including:

Invited Speaker:   Dr. Thomas  A. Gordon, University of Pennsylvania, who spearheads  the 2012 
Black Fatherhood Challenge.

Jennifer C. Friday



Call for Nominations
The SEPA soon will be soliciting nominations  for three offices: President Elect, Secretary/Treasurer, 

and Member at Large of the Executive Committee (EC).  Each member of the SEPA may nominate up to 
three individuals for each office. Self-nominations are permitted and encouraged. 

Historically, few members  have participated in this  process; thus, even one person’s  nominations  can 
have a significant effect on the composition of the ballot. As  Past President, I encourage everyone to 
exercise their right to make nominations. 

Except for those whose terms are ending, current officers  and members  at large of the EC are not 
eligible to stand for election.  Also, past presidents  may not stand for President Elect;  they are, however, 
eligible for other offices. 

Additional information about the nomination process  is  included in the Constitution, available on the 
SEPA website (www.sepaonline.com). Questions  may be directed to Debra Sue Pate, Election Chair, at 
debra.s.pate@jsums.edu or at (601) 979-3379. 

You will receive a nomination form in the fall mailing. Please think about what you want for the SEPA 
and make your nominations.

Debra Sue Pate,  Jackson State University

Invited Speakers for Atlanta 
Mark Leary, Duke University
Michael Potegal, University of  Minnesota
Harold Herzog, Western Carolina University

http://www.sepaonline.com
http://www.sepaonline.com
mailto:debra.s.pate@jsums.edu
mailto:debra.s.pate@jsums.edu


Updates about SEPA
FLOWCHART FOR DECIDING HOW TO SUBMIT PAPER AND 
POSTER PRESENTATIONS.

DEBRA SUE PATE IS PRESIDENT ELECT IN THE SOCIETY FOR 
THE HISTORY OF PSYCHOLOGY



THINGS TO DO IN HOTLANTA!
A perfect blend of cosmopolitan sophistication and southern hospitality, Atlanta knows  how 

to host any visitor. 

Attendees  of all ages will enjoy attractions,  sights  and restaurants near our 2013 Annual 
Meeting.  We hope to see y’all there!   

The distances mentioned below use the Omni Hotel at the CNN Center as the starting point.

View of  the Omni Hotel and the CNN Center

Atlanta Arts & Culture 
Imagine It! The Children’s Museum of  Atlanta – 3 blocks 
Fox Theatre, a National Historic Landmark – 1.5 miles
World of  Coca Cola Museum – 2 blocks
High Museum of  Art, featuring 19th & 20th-Century American art – 2 miles 
Martin Luther King, Jr. History Center – 2 miles 
Jimmy Carter Library and Museum – 2 miles 



Symphony Hall – 2.5 miles 
Fernbank Museum of  Natural History – 3.5 miles

Atlanta Attractions 
CNN World Headquarters – on site 
Centennial Olympic Park and the Fountain of  Rings – across the street 
Georgia Aquarium – 2 blocks
Georgia State Capitol – 4 blocks 
Atlanta Botanical Garden – 2.5 miles
Zoo Atlanta – 2 miles 
Six Flags Over Georgia – 12 miles

Atlanta Shopping
Atlanta Braves Clubhouse Store and the Turner Store – on site 
Apparel Mart – 3 blocks 
Underground Atlanta – ½ mile 
Lenox Square Mall – 8 miles 
Phipps Plaza – 6 miles 
Atlantic Station – 2.5 miles

Outdoor Recreation
Centennial Olympic Park - across the street
Piedmont Park – 3 miles 
Stone Mountain Park (trails, horseback riding and camping) – 30 minutes 
Lake Lanier (boating, fishing and water skiing) – 45 minutes

Atlanta Sports 
Philips Arena, home to NBA Hawks – adjacent 
Georgia Dome, home of  the NFL Atlanta Falcons – adjacent 
Turner Field, home of  MLB’s Atlanta Braves – 1 mile

Universities 
Georgia Tech – 1.5 miles 
Georgia State University – 4 blocks 
Morehouse College – 1.5 miles 
Spelman College – 1.5 miles



View of  Centennial Olympic Park from the Omni Hotel

Dining & Entertainment 
Prime Meridian (on site) 
Latitudes Bistro & Lounge (on site) 
Taco Mac Sports Bar (CNN center) 
McCormick & Schmick’s Seafood (CNN center) 
Ruth’s Chris – (steak house) 1 block 
STATS Sports Bar - 2 blocks
Legal Seafood - 2 blocks
Glenn's Kitchen - 1 block

Transportation 
AMTRAK Station – 3.5 miles 
Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport – 12 miles 
MARTA station - adjacent



Interior View of  the CNN Center

Relax and Recharge at Atlanta's Natural Body Spa
Located on the 6th floor of the North Tower, the Natural Body Spa at the Omni Hotel at CNN 
Center is  committed to the true meaning of spa.   Spa Services include facials, massages,  body 
treatments  and waxing.   Spa Hours are Monday – Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 7 p.m. and Sunday 12 
p.m. - 6 p.m.  To make an appointment, contact Natural Body Spa at (404) 818-4495.

Omni Sensational Kids
The Omni Sensational Kids program caters to our youngest guests. Upon check-in,  children 
receive a backpack filled with fun items designed specifically for them.  Kids also receive milk and 
cookies  delivered to their guest room on the first night and can request to borrow a rolling 
backpack full of  toys, books and games.



2014 IN NASHVILLE, TN
Put March 5th-8th,  2014 in your calendar for the 60th annual meeting. We’ll be at the brand 

new Omni in Nashville, TN.

And don’t forget your running shoes,  Atlanta’s Piedmont park is a great location for some 
exercise. 


