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SEPA 2014 in Nashville, TN at the Omni!
Starting on Wednesday, March 5th &
running through Saturday the 8th.
Submission deadline October 8th, 2013.
Checkout SEPA online for more info: http://www.sepaonline.com/
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Presidential Message
The Southeastern Psychological Association will be meeting this year in Nashville. It will be the
second time that we convene in this great city. For me, it will be a homecoming. Not because I grew up in
Nashville or ever lived there, but because I consider SEPA an important research home. I presented my
first professional paper at SEPA in 1984. I was a graduate student at the University of Georgia and was
thrilled and terrified to be on the program. Since that fateful conference, I have returned to SEPA almost
every year. Over the years, my participation at SEPA has changed. I now bring students, graduate and
undergraduate, just as my major professor did in the 80’s. I still present my research at SEPA, propose
symposia, and participate in SEPA’s social events. I also participate in the leadership of SEPA and this
year I am so honored to be its president.
I continue to return to SEPA for many reasons. There is much to be offered at the annual convening
of the members. The invited speakers address new and cutting edge research in the field. Talks by
participants provide an opportunity to learn new things and to give students a chance to learn a
professional skill. The wide variety of individuals who come to the conference provide an opportunity to
network, meet new colleagues, and catch up with friends and colleagues.
SEPA continues to improve and grow. It has changed remarkably in the 30 years I have attended.
Continuing education courses provide a unique opportunity for professionals. Numerous honors are
awarded each year. Some are directed toward student research such as the CEPO awards for Student
Research on Minorities and Women, the Graduate Student Award, and the Psi Chi awards for
undergraduate research. Others honor the work of professional members including the Mentor Award,
and the Outstanding Professional Paper Award. This year, a new award will be added for Early Career
Professionals. To be considered for the award, the abstract submitted must be an empirical study. The first
author must have received their doctorate within the last 5 years and must be the presenter of work at the
conference. Should the abstract be chosen for consideration of the award, a short manuscript detailing
the research to be presented must be submitted prior to the conference. We hope that this award will help
develop a feeling of a research home for others.
I am very excited about this year’s conference and I hope you are too. I look forward to seeing you in
Nashville.

Georgina Hammock, Georgia Regents University

SEPA returns to Nashville
SEPA has some exciting news! During the summer we will be adding an automated
registration system to our website. You will be able to use the online registration software to
update dues and register for the Annual Meeting while continuing to be able to use all major
credit cards - Visa, Master Card, Discover or American Express. The new system will eliminate
the confusion and mistakes that often accompany the manual recording and collating of several
separate pieces of information. Instead, our new secure online payment process will make
registration and paying fees easy and convenient for our members and registrants. You will be
able to submit registrations and/or dues via web, mobile device, fax and direct mail. In addition,
you may register a group of attendees at one time to streamline the registration process. You will
save $20 if you register for the convention before October 8th, 2014. We anticipate having the
system fully operational on August 5th, 2013.
Remember everyone attending the 2014 SEPA Annual Meeting must register to receive a
name badge. Your badge is your admission ticket to all sessions and events.
In an effort to upgrade the submission process for the CEPO/Psi Chi Undergraduate Poster
Sessions the Committee on Equality of Professional Opportunity (CEPO) will also be
streamlining their submission process for the 2014 Meeting. We anticipate these changes will help
expedite the processing of presenter information and the intent to submit fees.
The SEPA Electronic Submission System (ESS) opens August 15th and closes October 8th.
Authors should clearly state the status of data collection and analysis in their proposals. For
papers and posters, it is expected that empirically based proposals are based on completed
research, or at least on work which is complete enough in terms of data collection and analysis so
that preliminary conclusions can be drawn. Reviewers will be instructed to use discretion in
evaluating proposals based on incomplete data. We are aware you may have questions and
encourage you to e-mail or call the SEPA office at sepa@citadel.edu or 843.953.0772 as soon as
you realize you need help. The office has limited staff, so please do not wait until the submission
deadline of Tuesday, October 8th to call for assistance. You simply may not be able to get
through due to a high volume of calls.
The 2014 Annual Meeting will run March 5th to 8th at the brand new Omni Nashville
Hotel. The luxury hotel is across from the new Music City Center and fully integrated with an
expansion of the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum® on four levels. It will be an
exceptional experience. You will not want to miss it. In addition it will be the SEPA’s 60th
anniversary. Come help the SEPA celebrate!
Al Finch, SEPA Administrative Officer, The Citadel

SEPA 2014, Nashville!
ANNUAL MEETING SITE PREVIEW. FOR INFORMATION ABOUT
MEMBERSHIP OR NEXT YEAR’S MEETING IN NASHVILLE, PLEASE
CONTACT THE CHARLESTON STAFF (AMY LIMEHOUSE-EAGER),
AT 843.953.0772, SEPA@CITADEL.EDU
General Information for the 60th Annual Meeting
• Date: March 5-8, 2014
• City: Nashville, TN
• Location: Omni Nashville

Submission Information
• The Electronic Submission System (ESS) will open on Wednesday, August 15th,
and it will close Tuesday, October 8th.

Hotel Information
• The Omni Nashville Hotel has provided our attendees with some special rates. (This is where
the annual meeting will take place.)
• The Omni Nashville Hotel, specially created to be an authentic expression of Nashville's
vibrant music culture, will open in the fall of 2013. Across from the new Music City Center
which will open earlier in 2013, the luxury hotel will be a one-of-a-kind experience, fully
integrated with an expansion of the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum® on four
levels.
• Located on Fifth Avenue between Demonbreun and Korean Veterans Blvd., the Omni
Nashville Hotel design is a modern expression of the city's distinct character, incorporating
natural materials, exposed steel and regional limestone. The multi-story hotel and expanded
museum will share meeting and entertainment space and bring additional restaurants and retail
venues to this dynamic destination in downtown Nashville.

Registration & Payment Information
• Register early and save! After October 9th, 2013, the fees will go up $20 for every category.
• Registration forms received after February 8th, 2014, will NOT be processed. You will be
required to register on-site.
• For links and more info about registration visit the SEPA website!
Amy Limehouse-Eager, the Citadel

SEPA Awards 2013
REPORT ON THE 2013 GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH AWARD
The committee responsible for this year's Graduate Student Research Award competition was
chaired by Jennifer Hughes (Agnes Scott College). In the first phase of the process, the
submissions were evaluated by the chair and three other judges: Tirza Leader (Georgia Gwinnett
College), Kelly Cate (North Georgia College and State University), and Carrie Brown (Agnes
Scott College). Dr. Hughes, Dr. Leader, and Dr. Cate served as the judges for the second phase of
the competition, in which the finalists presented their papers; also serving as judges for the oral
presentations were Michelle Broth (Georgia Gwinnett College) and Kimberly Kinsey Mannahan
(College of Coastal Georgia).
The committee initially received 15 submissions for the competition. The panel of judges
selected three of these as finalists, and the authors presented their papers in a session devoted
specifically to this competition. That session, which took place from 11:00 to 11:50 on Friday
morning of the convention (March 15th), was comprised of the following presentations:
Self-Compassion and Perceptions of Public and Self-Stigma
Sheri LaDuke, Kathleen Klik, and Stacey Williams, East Tennessee State University
Reflections on Adolescence: Let’s Talk About Sex!
Lauren Verlaque, Jennifer Weaver, Samantha Amses, & Sabina Widner, Augusta State Univ
Prosocial and Empathic Tendencies and Internalizing Problems in Young Children
Sarah Garcia and Erin Tully, Georgia State University
The panel of judges for the final presentation determined Sarah Garcia to be the winner of
the competition. Dr. Hughes announced the outcome of the competition and presented the
award (which included a check for $200) at the reception that same evening (March 15th).
Jennifer L. Hughes, Agnes Scott College

REPORT ON THE 2013 OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONAL PAPER
AWARD
Nominations for the award were determined by the following method. During the submission
process, submitters indicated whether the senior author was a student. All of these were excluded. For
the remaining submissions, reviewers were asked to indicate whether the paper should be considered for
the OPPA award. This process resulted in one submission receiving two endorsements by reviewers. To
widen the pool, four other professional submissions that had received the highest ratings were included. Of
the five nominations, four agreed to be presented as papers. Judges are Kelly Cate, Rosemary HaysThomas, and myself.
The four nominees were:
•Tsu-Ming Chiang, The Benefits of Emotion Coaching on At-Risk Preschoolers, Georgia College and
State University
•Amber DeBono, Forgive us our Trespasses: Priming a Forgiving (but Not a Punishing) God Increases
Deviance, Winston-Salem State University
•Jeffrey Gibbons, Fading Emotions and Predictors for Religious, Alcohol, and Death Events,
Christopher Newport University
•Michelle Johnson, Mediating Effects of Instrumental Activity Restriction on the Association Between
Care Recipient Controlling and Manipulative Behavior and Quality of Care, Georgia Regents University
The presentations were observed and rated and Amber DeBono was announced as the winner at the
Awards Reception.
Joan Duer, West Florida

REPORT ON THE 2013 MENTOR AWARD
This years winner of the Outstanding Mentor Award went to Dr. Christian End of Xavier
University. Dr. End is an excellent role model for mentoring undergraduate research and a leader
in bringing students to SEPA each year.
Georgina Hammock, Georgia Regents University

SEPA History Project 2013
Debra Sue Pate, Associate Historian, and I organized the History of Departments of
Psychology in the Southeast Symposium and the Eminent Southeastern Psychologists
Symposium for the 2013 meeting in Atlanta. As is usual, a history of the SEPA president’s home
institution was included in the 2013 symposium; P. M. Politano, A. J. Finch, Jr., and Steve Nida
(2013 SEPA president) presented an updated Citadel history. A previous history of that
department was presented at the 2003 meeting. Janice N. Steirn, Michael E. Nielsen, and Beth A.
Martin presented a history of the department at Georgia Southern University, an unusual
department in that it offers a Doctor of Psychology degree. Sandra Willis, Jackie Goldstein, Jack
Berry, Tamara Shadinger, and Stephen Chew presented a history of the Department of
Psychology at Samford University, a liberal arts college in Birmingham, Alabama. Askhari
Hodari and Sonya Hutchinson presented a history of the Department of Psychology at Stillman
College, an historically black college in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.
Only two papers were presented in the Eminent Southeastern Psychologists Symposium.
First, Deborah South Richardson presented a paper about William Pavlik, the SEPA president in
1986. The title of the paper was “Psychology Through the Lens of William Pavlik.” Debra Sue
Pate presented “James M. Dabbs: ‘Mr. Testosterone.’” A final session was the annual Historian’s
Address, which was entilted “Officers and Their Progress in the Southeastern Psychological
Association.”
In addition to organizing and participating in the sessions at the annual meeting, the
Historian and Associate Historian collected the usual documents for the archives and updated a
variety of databases about the SEPA. Anyone who is interested in presenting a paper in either
annual symposium should contact James L. Pate (jpate@gsu.edu) about the departmental history
symposium or Debra Sue Pate (debra.s.pate@jsums.edu) about the eminent psychologists
symposium.
James L. Pate, Georgia State University

Continuing Education 2014
Please join us for some exciting continuing education programs in Nashville this year. We
hope to be able to offer innovative options, including training on the new DSM-5.
Do you have an idea for a continuing education workshop? Are you interested in sharing your
expertise in a particular area of practice? We are currently looking for strong, innovative
workshop presentations for the 2014 SEPA Convention in Nashville. Topics can include…
innovative, empirically supported interventions; best assessment practices; ethical issues;
supervision; research or statistical methods; teaching; industrial-organizational topics; and many
more. Past presenters are always welcome to submit, but we would like to strongly encourage new
presenters as well.
Due to the earlier conference date, the deadline for submissions is also earlier—October 8,
2013. If you have an idea for a CE workshop, but are unsure if you should submit, please feel
free to contact me for more information. To submit an application, please use the SEPA
electronic submission system (available at www.sepaonline.com), or contact me directly at the
information provided below. Be aware that CE workshop applications require a separate form
from the standard submission. If you have difficulty accessing the form, please contact me
directly.
We hope to offer a wide variety of interesting and engaging continuing education workshops
for the 60th meeting of the SEPA in Nashville, TN. We look forward to seeing you there!
If you are interested in submitting an application to offer a workshop at the upcoming SEPA
meeting, please note that there is a separate submission process.
P l e a s e c o m p l e t e t h e f o r m b e l o w a n d e m a i l i t t o D r. K e e l e y a t
jkeeley@psychology.msstate.edu. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact him
directly.
SEPA Workshop Proposal Form (link to PDF)
Jared Keeley, Mississippi State University

CEPO 2014
I am happy to have this opportunity to help lead CEPO for the next few years. I have been a
member of SEPA and CEPO since I presented my undergraduate senior thesis in New Orleans
sometime in the early 1990’s! I encourage you to send me your thoughts on how to keep the
momentum going from last year’s meeting, as well as any new ideas that may enhance next year
(lyndona@ecu.edu).
I am excited to announce we have two invited speakers for the 2014 meeting: Joan Chrisler,
Professor of Psychology at Connecticut College, will speak on women and health. Sherry
Rostosky, Associate Professor in the Department of Educational and Counseling Psychology at
the University of Kentucky, will speak about LGBTQ issues. We are still in need of symposia on
women’s issues and for LGBTQ issues, so let me know if you’re interested.
I would also like to acknowledge the hard work that Rihanna Mason and Linda Jones have
done to update the mechanism for undergraduate students to submit their posters and make
payments electronically. All information is located in the updated CEPO website, due to Rihana
and Linda’s efforts. http://www.sepaonline.com/cepo-about.html
CEPO’s Officers
Chair: Amy Lyndon
Undergraduate Research Network: Rihana Mason and Linda Jones
Graduate Student Networking: Medha Talpade
Student Research Award: Lindsay Holland
Minority Interest Group: Cheryl Warner
We look forward to seeing everyone in Nashville!
Amy Lyndon, East Carolina University

CEPO Poster Information
As the 2014 meeting in Nashville is approaching, we expect that participation in the CEPO/
PSI CHI UNDERGRADUATE POSTER SESSION will meet or exceed its past history. The
2013 conference in Atlanta, GA attracted over 200 undergraduate students who were first
authors on poster presentations from 49 institutions. With the volume of submissions and
transition of new leadership, we experienced growing pains. To continue to provide quality
programming for undergraduates, we have streamlined the process by converting the paper
Intent to Submit Form into a new electronic format. We will use an electronic system provided by
Psi Chi. We anticipate that the use of the portal will decrease the time for notifications and assist
in disseminating abstracts to reviewers. Please look for a link to the CEPO/PSI CHI
UNDERGRADUATE POSTER SESSION submission portal on the CEPO page on
www.sepaonline.com.
After 10 years with no change, we are increasing the Intent to Submit Fee from $10 to $15.
As the cost of goods and services rise associated with the poster session rise we expect that the
change in fees will provide a buffer for these costs. Students participating in the CEPO/PSI CHI
Undergraduate Poster Sessions get their entire abstract printed in the CEPO/PSI CHI
Undergraduate Research Program book. First authors will be given a copy of the program book
during the CEPO/PSI CHI poster sessions. We hope that changes in the submission format and
the fees will strengthen CEPO’s and PSI CHI’s commitment to allow as many students as
possible to participate.
To register and pay for the CEPO/Psi Chi undergraduate poster session,
a.

Users will go to sepaonline.com

b.

Click on About CEPO page tab

c.
Click on link for CEPO/Psi Chi intent to submit poster session included at the end of
an overview paragraph which links to Psi Chi portal
d.
At the end of the Intent to Submit, click Continue and Follow link to payment portion
of submission. Payment will process and then link back to the About CEPO page.
e.
From there, students can choose to follow link to a page that has requirements for
abstracts and facts about conference (documents we normally send in email.)
f.
At this point they can follow a link to Psi Chi portal or CEPO email address to submit
their abstract.
Amy Lyndon, East Carolina University, CEPO Chair

CEPO invited Speakers for 2014
Joan Chrisler, Ph.D. -- Women's Issues& Sharon Rostosky Ph.D. -- LGBTQ Issues

Some rights reserved by ckramer

Call for Nominations
The SEPA is currently soliciting nominations for two offices: President Elect (who will serve as
Program Chair for 2014-2015, President in 2015-2016, and Election Committee Chair in
2016-2017), and Member at Large of the Executive Committee (2014-2017). Each member of
the SEPA may nominate up to three individuals for each office. Self-nominations are strongly
encouraged.
In recent years too few members have participated in the nomination process. Broader
participation at this stage is important if we are to have a ballot that is representative of the
entire membership. As Past President, I encourage everyone to exercise the right to make
nominations.
Except for those whose terms are ending, current officers and Executive Committee members
at large are not eligible to stand for election. Also, past presidents may not run for President
Elect; they are, however, eligible for other offices.
Additional information about the nomination process is included in the Constitution,
available on the SEPA website (www.sepaonline.com). Questions may be directed to Steve Nida,
Election Chair, at steve.nida@citadel.edu or at (843) 953-6702.
You will receive a nomination form in the fall mailing – please complete and return it to me!
On behalf of the entire Executive Committee, I thank you in advance for your participation.
Steve Nida , The Citadel

Invited Speakers for Nashville
We have three invited speakers who will present cutting-edge research in psychology. The
topics range from positive psychology, psychopathology to memory. One of our invited speakers
this year is an early career psychologist.
Jared W. Keeley, Ph.D. is a clinical psychologist and an assistant professor of psychology at
Mississippi State University. He is an early career psychologist and received his Ph.D. at Auburn
University in 2009. His topic is “DSM-5 and ICD-11: Why you should care about psychiatric
classification”. The advents of DSM-5 and ICD-11 have heightened awareness of psychiatric
diagnosis and classification in both the public and the profession. Dr. Keeley’s presentation will
highlight some of the key conundrums in the modern classification of mental disorders, and why
psychologists should care about them (even when new editions are not on the horizon). Some
relevant issues include how these classifications are formed, how they are organized, and how
they impact the science of psychopathology.
Everett Worthington, Jr., Ph.D. is a counseling psychologist and a professor of psychology at
Virginia Commonwealth University. Dr. Worthington received his Ph.D. in Counseling
Psychology in 1978 from the University of Missouri-Columbia. He will be speaking on his
exciting research in the area of positive psychology. Dr. Worthington will discuss his research on
forgiveness and related constructs (such as justice, humility, and mercy) and the REACH
Forgiveness intervention (which has 22 outcome studies from many labs supporting its efficacy.
He has published or has in press 30 books and has published over 100 journal articles and
chapters in the area of forgiveness and reconciliation and has received numerous grants for his
research program. Dr. Worthington received APA awards from Division 17 in 2012 and Division
36 in 2011.
Neil Bohannon III, Ph.D. is a developmental psychologist and a Wesley A Dunn Professor of
Psychology at Butler University. He received his Ph.D. in 1975 from the State University of New
York at Stony Brook. His topic is “Sex, Kisses and Car Crashes: Evidence of Adaptive
Memory”. To show that evolutionary mechanisms exist in memory, some researchers get people
to think of surviving in a field with no food or water and their memory for word lists improves
slightly. However, much more robust evolutionary results abound in the realm of
autobiographical recall of real life events. Dr. Butler will show how the proximal mechanisms of
arousal, sex and threat conspire to make both wonderful and horrific events hard to forget, thus
furthering the distal evolutionary goal of insuring better learning at the times we really should
remember. Dr. Bohannon received a SEPA Best Paper Award in 2007 and was a 1st runner up in
2001. He has published numerous journal articles and chapters on memory from a
developmental perspective.

Updates about SEPA
FLOWCHART FOR DECIDING HOW TO SUBMIT PAPER AND
POSTER PRESENTATIONS.

THINGS TO DO IN NASHVEGAS!
Arts & Culture
Frist Center for the Visual Arts
Cheekwood Botanical Garden and Museum of Art
Scarritt Bennett Center
The Upper Room Chapel
The Vanderbilt University Fine Arts Gallery
Tennessee Performing Arts Center
Schemerhorn Symphony Hall
Attractions
The Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum
Ryman Auditorium
The Adventure Science Center
The Parthenon
The Belle Meade Plantation
The Music City Raceway
Bicentennial Capitol Mall State Park
Hatch Print Shop
Shopping and Spas
Green Hills Mall
Cool Springs Mall
Rivergate Mall
Outdoor Recreation Sports
Beaman Park Nature Center
Bells Bend Center
Shelby Bottom Nature Center
Warner Park Nature Center

Sports
Bridgestone Arena - home of the Nashville Predators
LP Field home of the Tennessee Titans
Universities
Belmont University Bethel University
Vanderbilt University
Blair School of Music at Vanderbilt University
Fisk University
Tennessee State University
Dining & Entertainment
Sole Mio
Bound'Ry
Mambu
Midtown Cafe
Sunset Grill
Whiskey Kitchen
The Catbird Seat

2015 IN HILTON HEAD, SC

Put March 18th-21st, 2015 in your calendar for the 61st annual meeting. We’ll be at the
Westin Hilton Head Island Resort and Spa which is ocean front!

2016 IN NEW ORLEANS, LA
The 62nd Annual Meeting will be in New Orleans, Louisiana, March 30-April 2, 2016 at the
Sheraton New Orleans.

