
Invited Addresses 

 

G. Stanley Hall Lecture & STP Invited Address –  

 

Neuropsychology: The Origins and Future of Psychology 

 

Antonio E. Puente 

University of North Carolina Wilmington 

 

Sharon Pearcey, Kennesaw State University, presiding 

 

Psychology’s over 125-year history has focused on the making of our discipline a scientific 

enterprise.  Whereas it could be argued that our questions are no original, there is no doubt that 

our methodology adds a unique approach that historically as not previously been present in 

addressing these age-old questions.  In pursuing that goal, it can be argued that psychology has 

failed to acknowledge and relish our foundations dating back to the works of Wundt and James 

with its strong focus on the neuropsychological foundations of psychological processes.  In the 

pursuit of psychology as a science, it can be further argued that we have confused behaviorism 

with behavioral (and as such, experimental) methodology.  This confusion has had an indirect 

impact on restricting psychology to behavioral processes and interpretations.  Not until the more 

recent ideas of neuropsychologists such as Sperry and cognitive psychologists such as Miller, has 

behaviorism as a psychological paradigm and as a restriction to a comprehensive understanding 

of psychology been questioned.  As an alternative, the appreciation of both psychology’s origins 

with its experimental procedures will not only remedy to century long restriction of 

psychological paradigms but provide a brighter and more robust horizon.   

 

 

 

Seigel-Wallston Address –  

 

Reclaiming Our Time: How to Survive and Thrive in the Face of Gendered Racism 
 

Jioni A. Lewis 

University of Tennessee 

 

Sharon Pearcey, Kennesaw State University, presiding 

 

Although women of color often experience the intersections of racism and sexism in their daily 

lives, much of the research and clinical practice in psychology has tended to focus on separating 

and teasing apart the experiences of racism and sexism. The purpose of this presentation is to 

highlight the importance of applying intersectionality theory to our understanding of racism and 

sexism by centering the experiences of women of color. This presentation will discuss research 

on gendered racism and identify the psychological effects of gendered racism. In addition, this 

presentation will highlight the importance of developing healthy coping strategies, cultivating 



gendered racial identity, and engaging in radical healing as a form of resistance in the current 

sociopolitical climate. 

 

 

Rosecrans II Address –  

 

What About the Self of the Psychologist? Self Care Sense of Self 

 

Charles R. Figley 

Tulane University 

 

Sharon Pearcey, Kennesaw State University, presiding 

 

This session offers perspectives on practitioner mental health for themselves and why they rarely 

develop useful self-care plans. The goal of the presentation is to enable the audience member to 

be more aware of who he/she is as a psychologist and how best to enhance his/her practice 

effectiveness through greater self-care enhanced by a self-care plan.  

 

 

CEPO/Psi Chi Invited Address 

 

“Yass Queen!”  Magnifying the Psychological Benefits of Affirming Black Aesthetics 
 

Afiya Mbilishaka 

University of District of Columbia 

 

Ecclesia Holmes, University of Georgia, presiding 

 

Everyday across the globe, Black people have to navigate institutions that meet their presence 

with policies that police their appearance. Colorism and hair bias have found space within 

relationships, schools, and employment since the enslavement of Africans in the Americas. 

Mental health professionals have an ethical responsibility to develop culturally responsive 

techniques to investigate the psycho-emotional outcomes of discriminatory experiences for Black 

aesthetics. This presentation will explore the historical context of aesthetic trauma and anti-

Blackness, to magnify various techniques at the individual and group level to affirm Black 

aesthetics through narrative methods, salon-based groups, anti-bias teacher trainings, social 

media, and policy level interventions. 

 

CEPO/SEPA Invited Address 
 

Reaching Everyone: The Science of Student Identity and Success in a Biased World 

 

Elliott Hammer 

Xavier University of Louisiana 



 

Rihana Mason, Georgia State University, presiding 

 

The concept of implicit bias has received considerable attention in recent years, especially as 

researchers have had increasing difficulty finding variation in explicit prejudice in the laboratory. 

Still, many of us—regardless of our social categories—remain resistant to the possibility that our 

own judgments and perceptions may be distorted by bias. This resistance is a special problem in 

the classroom, where faculty and students must bridge gaps in experience in order to understand 

each other. Even in classrooms where interracial or intergender teaching is the exception, 

education level, age, and other demographic differences present challenges for reaching students 

who are different from their instructor. In this session, we will discuss the subtle nature of biases 

and how they may directly and indirectly influence students’ chances of success in the classroom 

and the outside world. By reviewing literature on the nature of prejudice, student perceptions of 

fit in the college classroom, and investigations of bias in the workplace, we will discuss 

measures faculty can take to ensure that all students have the best chances of success, in the 

classroom and beyond. 

 


